Towards new partnerships for health development in developing countries: the contractual approach as a policy tool.
What roles for government but also for society's groups in the advancement of public health in developing countries? This paper focuses on the need to adopt the contractual approach as a powerful policy tool and sketches the contours of a policy framework for good contracting. A short historical review of health system changes leads up to a discussion of the current emergence of a multitude of actors, the forging of alliances between the various partners, examples on how significant health policy benefits might be secured through contracting, and the implications of building alliances, such as defining and assigning accountability to the contracting partners.